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INTRODUCTION
Sacha Powell, Chief Executive Officer
I am delighted to have the
opportunity to introduce this year’s
Annual Report, which provides
examples of recent work by the
Froebel Trust and its partners. In
2017, the Trustees resolved to align
the Trust’s financial year with the
UK fiscal calendar.
Consequently, this review covers a
17-month period from 1 November
2017 to 31 March 2019 and
gives a glimpse of some of our
future activities.
There is much to celebrate
as we look back over recent
achievements in research, support
and development of educators
and public engagement. The
Trust has continued to extend its
geographical reach and to establish
new partnerships. All the while,
our values and strategic priorities
remain faithful to the promotion of
high quality Froebelian education
and many people have helped us to
achieve our goals.
They include our Trustees,
Committee members, Associates,
Endorsed Tutors and partner
organisations. Their advice,
support and hard work are
greatly appreciated.
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Friedrich Froebel (1782-1852) is renowned
internationally for his influence on early
childhood pedagogy and curriculum thanks
largely to his strong belief in play as the
central, integrating mechanism for learning,
development and self-actualization. The
Froebel Trust exists to promote Froebel’s
philosophy and the principles derived from
his work in contemporary approaches to
the education and care of young children
and relationships with their families.
This body of work has been interpreted
in diverse ways and contexts: from
sensitive, holistic approaches to supporting
families and respecting the child’s voice
in Birmingham Children’s Hospital; to the
play experiences of young children who
are living in refugee camps in Lebanon.
The Froebel Trust continues to foreground
the integrity of childhood in its own right;
and to study and promote educational
approaches, which value the richness of young
children’s perspectives and their capabilities
in learning. We continue to offer support
and professional development for skillful
educators, enabling them to offer just the right
amount and kinds of guidance to facilitate
each child’s autonomous and participatory
play in which they show us how they symbolize
and represent their increasingly complex
knowledge and understandings. It is not easy
to observe, understand or document what
a child knows and can do, to create holistic
records of learning that do justice to the
complexity and provide a dynamic platform for
careful educational planning and provisions.

With the rise in concerns about the mental
health of children and their parents, carers
and teachers, we have learnt of the important
protective factors that are offered by access
to a personal, philosophical reservoir;
acknowledgement of, and supervised support
for the emotional demands of teaching, caring
and learning; and positive, active involvement
with networks of like-minded peers. The
Froebel Trust’s publications and events, such as
the Froebel Short Courses, Annual Lecture and
Conference, reach out to offer connections
with and between those who seek professional
recognition, anchorage and enrichment.
In contemporary education contexts, we
often see play squeezed into the margins of
provision while its advocates strive to maintain
or reinstate the degree of prominence and
transformative value that play has always been
afforded in Froebelian settings. The merit
of play is predominantly associated with the
societal value attributed to young children and
the integrity of early childhood. The Froebel
Trust promotes an ethos of respect, awe and
wonder and aims to support, and share news
about, educational approaches that start from,
celebrate and nurture what young children
can do; and what play, on their terms, can do
for them and for the world around them.
When we speak of ‘high quality’ education
and care for children from birth to eight years,
we do so in the belief that this encapsulates a
pedagogy of play, a curriculum of possibilities
and respectful, curious, confident educators
whose deliberate practice is grounded
in a resilient philosophy of education.

We are pleased to share examples of projects and programmes
that we have supported through grants designed to:
Demonstrate the contribution of Froebel’s philosophy and Froebelian
principles to high quality education and care for young children;
Increase the sector’s capacity to offer young children and their families high quality
early learning experiences, by subsidising Froebelian education and training;
Extend knowledge, understanding and application of Froebelian philosophy
and principles to new geographical, disciplinary and professional spheres.
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PRIORITIES
During the first two years of our fiveyear strategy (2016-21) we introduced
significant increases in our grantmaking budget. This level of funding
has been sustained in 2017-2019 and
we have developed new research and
education partnerships as well. As we
reach the midpoint in our strategic
period, we have taken stock of some of
our achievements to date by Mapping
Research Activity to understand the
key characteristics, messages and
potential applications of the work we
have funded.
In addition, we have been looking for ways to integrate
our research and education programmes. Through an
examination of Close to Practice and Translational
Research concepts we have begun to identify
pathways and opportunities to make our funded
projects and programmes more grounded, accessible,
user-friendly and applicable.
This activity extends our Public Awareness and
Engagement work, which has included the launch of
an annual Froebel Trust Lecture in 2018, a biennial
Froebel Trust Conference in March 2019 and
improving our use of electronic and social media.
In these and all our other activities, we continue to
promote Froebelian principles and to illustrate their
application in opportunities and services for young
children and their families. In doing so, we also aim to
increase our visibility, reach and public benefit.
As we look forward to the next phase of our strategic
plan, we are exploring methods to improve our
knowledge and ability to evidence the differences
that our funded activities – and Froebelian approaches
- make for educators, children and families.
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POLICY AND PUBLIC AWARENESS
THE FROEBEL TRUST CONFERENCE
In March this year we held our inaugural conference The Froebel Trust: Stories from
Research and Practice, which brought together projects and research that have
received funding from the Trust. Over 20 speakers, including researchers, PhD
students, practitioners and academics, travelled from all over the UK, Europe, South
Africa and Australia to deliver seminars and workshops to more than 100 delegates.
We had a very positive response to the conference both in terms of learning and
in connecting with others who want to share ideas about working in a Froebelian
way, and some of the feedback is included below:

‘Reaffirmed my own beliefs. Reassuring to hear passionate and knowledgeable
practitioners. Encouraging to know that many there are working to influence
change in early years practice.’
‘The day was inspiring and uplifting with the opportunity to engage with
others to celebrate Froebel principles and philosophies in the modern day.
We were able to see these in action supported with thinking from academic
questioning.’
‘Will definitely be auditing my setting and making it more Froebelian, will also
be feeding back to colleagues.’
‘Took several practical ideas from workshops to implement in class, books and
theories for good practice.’
The Froebel Trust Conference is biennial and the next conference will be in 2021.
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THE FROEBEL TRUST LECTURE
In 2018 the Froebel Trust continued its programme
of public awareness with our inaugural lecture “Right
from the start: play, relationships and learning”.
The Trust was honoured to welcome Professor Paul
Ramchandani, Cambridge University’s Lego Professor
of Play to deliver the lecture which was followed by a
Q&A session.

COMMUNICATING
THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA
AND BLOGS

More than 120 guests, with a varied range of
experience and interest in the Early Years, were able to
find out more about the projects and research that we
fund throughout the UK and internationally.
We were pleased to be able to film the lecture, which is
available to view on our website,
www.froebeltrust.org.uk
Our 2019 lecture will take place in the autumn, and
we are delighted to welcome John Carnochan as
this year’s speaker. John is a former Detective Chief
Superintendent with Strathclyde Police, who coestablished the violence reduction unit in Scotland and
is a passionate and influential advocate of high-quality
early childhood experiences and opportunities. This
lecture will also be filmed, and available to view on our
website later this year.

One of the aims of the Trust is to raise awareness
of the Froebelian approach to a wider audience.
The Trust has started a series of blogs aimed at
parents and carers using targeted ads via a social
media platform.
The blogs highlight Froebelian ideas which are as
relatable for parents and carers now as they were
in the 19th Century, such as risk taking, outdoor
play and singing with babies and children.
The blogs link to resources on our website which
are free to access and download.

EVIDENCE BASE FOR THE
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION
STAGE
Getting it right in Early Years Foundation Stage:
review of the research underpinning early childhood
education in England
In 2018, the government published draft changes to
the assessment framework at the end of the EYFS.
A coalition of organisations representing the early
years workforce agreed to undertake an independent
literature review to update the evidence base for the
EYFS. The Trust is a member of the Research Review
Group and has awarded a grant to the Centre for
Research in Early Childhood, which is carrying out the
literature review with the intention of launching the
report in Westminster in autumn 2019.
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We have increased our presence on social
media with Twitter and Facebook posts and are
monitoring the level of engagement from our use
of these platforms.
/thefroebeltrust

@FroebelTrust

OFSTED
In December, representatives of the Trust met
colleagues from the inspectorate’s Early Years
and Research teams at Ofsted to share news
about recent initiatives and research findings
and to discuss how Froebelian approaches can
support high quality early childhood learning and
development. The Trustees were also pleased to
welcome Ofsted inspectors to the Annual Froebel
Trust Lecture.

RESEARCH

OPEN CALL
The Trust’s Open Call Research
Grants programme is an important
fund that offers researchers
an opportunity to respond to
pressing social and intellectual
issues by designing their own
projects, which support the
Trust’s priorities.
The projects must have a clear
plan for publishing and sharing
the findings of the work as widely
as possible; and for reporting
the impact on early childhood
scholarship, training, policy and
practice. Examples of recently
funded projects are summarised in
the next few pages.

PHD BURSARIES
PhD Bursaries are our key investment in the
development of a more diverse community of
Froebelians, including in particular our aim to
attract a younger audience of researchers and
education professionals.
Applicants are required to demonstrate how
their research will advance the development
and application of a Froebelian approach
to early years and very high standards are
expected. Four new PhD students have begun
their studies since our last report, and they are
researching ‘An exploration of the education of
the child in relation to their family’ (Tansy Watts),
‘Hearing infant voices within patterns of infant-

practitioner interactions in nursery provision’
(Caroline Guard), ‘Role model, Authoritarian
and Humourist: Male Primary School Teachers’
identity construction. A symbolic interactionist
and discourse analysis approach’ (Louie Werth)
and ‘Bringing children's voices to the fore of
sustainability’ (Luke Addison).
Bursaries cover tuition fees and a maintenance
stipend and are based upon the prevailing rates
offered by the Economic and Social Research
Council to PhD candidates. An additional fund
offers support for our bursary holders to enable
them to undertake study-related travel or for
conference attendance.
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RESEARCH THAT WE ARE FUNDING

NATIONAL
DR CARALYN BLAISDELL AND COLLEAGUES
Telling Life Stories: developing a Froebelian approach to documenting children's
experiences in the early years.
This project was undertaken at the Cowgate Under 5’s
Centre, a Froebelian nursery in Edinburgh. The project
aimed to investigate the views of children, families, and
staff about the current system of observation, and test
ways to bring it into harmony with Froebelian principles.
As public investment into Scottish early learning and
childcare (ELC) increases, so does the requirement to
observe, assess, and track young children’s learning
against developmental outcomes. Cowgate Under 5’s
Centre is currently using a commercial, online learning
journal tool, which replaced the previous, paper-based
system of documentation. 59 participants in total were
involved: 15 children, 21 parents and 23 members of staff.
Some key findings show that celebrating and preserving
the spirit of stories that are personalized, emotionally
connected, and respectful of children was valued highly
by parents, staff and children. The setting should consider
giving children access to the stories including authorship.
Audio stories were a particularly popular idea, as well
as impromptu recordings by children themselves. Staff
should incorporate varied ways of observing, so that
entries don’t always require long texts.
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At management level, the burden on staff could be
reduced by incorporating a variety of observation types
(shorter videos, photos with shorter but meaningful
captions, audio) alongside the longer narrative stories.
Parents should be involved in a discussion about quantity
and frequency of observations so that warm in-person
relationships could be fostered as these were agreed to
be an essential element of nursery life.
The Froebel Trust Principles addressed
in this research are:
1.
2.
3.

The integrity of childhood in its own right
The relationship of every child to family,
community, nature, culture and society
The uniqueness of every child’s capacity
and potential

PROFESSOR SARAH PARSONS AND COLLEAGUES
The voices and experiences of children with autism and their families in the
transition from nursery to primary school.
This project followed 5 children and families and 12
staff members during the months before the children’s
transitions, placing children’s voices and views at the
centre of the research through highlighting their unique
trajectories via individual digital stories. The stories
have illustrated both the positive experiences and the
challenges that children and their families face as well
as model how these challenges are mitigated by schoolbased processes.
The digital stories are important in terms of their cocreation with teachers and families, giving validation
and voice to diverse experiences and views. The stories
have been used as a tool for facilitating the transition
by introducing the primary school to the child as a
child, rather than as a paper-based description of needs
and difficulties.
The project developed 21 stories; all are available from
the project website (www.autismtransitions.org), grouped
into 6 main themes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

‘I am…’ stories focusing on the children’s perspectives
‘This is…’ stories from the perspectives of parents
and the staff at the nursery
Effective practices for supporting everyday
transitions within the nursery
Preparing for the transition to primary: parents’ and
practitioners’ views
The value of the digital stories from the perspectives
of parents and practitioners
Follow-up of two of the children at their
primary schools

Some key findings show that effective practices to
support children’s horizontal (everyday) and vertical
(between schools) transitions in an inclusive nursery are
achieved by placing children’s perspectives at the heart of
understanding and illuminating practices, it is clear that
the practices identified are enabling and supportive for
children. The project gathered evidence that challenges
deficit-focused interpretations and understandings of
young autistic children’s agency and voices in the research
literature. This evidence also challenges the limiting
narratives of autistic children’s play by clearly showing
the fun and enjoyment they derive from play on their
own terms.
The Froebel Trust Principles addressed
in this research are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The integrity of childhood in its own right
The relationship of every child to family,
community, nature, culture and society
The uniqueness of every child’s capacity
and potential
The holistic nature of the development of
every child
The role of play and creativity as central
integrating elements in development
and learning

Froebel Trust Report 2019

11

RESEARCH THAT WE ARE FUNDING

INTERNATIONAL
DR LIBBY LEE-HAMMOND AND COLLEAGUES
On Country Learning: Promoting Remote Australian Aboriginal Children's
Wellbeing and Creativity.
On-Country Learning (OCL) is a unique pedagogical
approach to Aboriginal early year’s education developed
and piloted in Australia by the research team. The
approach aims to address new ways of meeting the
educational aspirations of Aboriginal students, their
families and communities. The approach consists of
class group visits to designated places on Country on a
weekly or fortnightly basis. The Elders of the community
choose the sights, so that they can teach and nurture
a generation of children with the skills, knowledge and
values from that Country. Children are active participants
in the experiences, and are encouraged to explore and
experiment in collaboration with their peers, teachers
and Elders. Through this participation, the children
adopt an active role in constructing meaning from their
experiences, and thus develop deep understandings
based on these experiences. OCL enables children and
their school based educators to make connections with
curriculum areas such as languages, history, literacy,
numeracy, science, the arts, technologies, health and
physical education. Teachers are supported to work
alongside the children to connect the experiences on
Country with the school curriculum and to plan further
investigation of wondering questions, observations,
new knowledge and skills that germinate from the visits
on Country. OCL provides children with educational
experiences that are hands-on and relevant to their lives.
A total of 68 individuals participated in the research
including children, school-based educators and AEOs
currently attending Burringurrah Remote Community
School (BRCS). In addition, community Elders participated
in regular ‘field trips’ to local sites.
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Some key findings showed that the OCL project enabled
children to communicate their ideas in contexts and
modes that were not previously available to them
in the regular classroom. Children’s agency in this
approach assisted teachers to recognise ways in
which classroom programs might be more inclusive of
children’s ‘funds of knowledge’ (Moll. et. al., 1992). OCL
presented a wide range of opportunities for developing
collaborative pedagogies to support children’s learning
and development but challenges include the need for
continuity of staffing in the school and the availability of
community members to facilitate OCL. Teachers need
dedicated time to reflect and plan in the appropriate way
to respond to OCL experiences in order to maximise the
opportunities for children to make connections between
OCL and classroom-based learning. There is a need for
culturally appropriate resources in the school that reflect
local stories and languages.
The Froebel Trust Principles addressed
in this research are:
1.
2.
3.
6.

The integrity of childhood in its own right
The relationship of every child to family,
community, nature, culture and society
The uniqueness of every child’s capacity
and potential
The right of children to protection from
harm or abuse and to the promotion of their
overall wellbeing

DR KRISTEN NAWROTZKI AND COLLEAGUES
Re-imagining teaching: progressive pedagogies in expert schools.
This study aims to describe and explain the process of
educational innovation from a transnational perspective,
considering the circulation, implementation and
adaptation of new education ideas. The study is focussing
on case study schools in Brazil, the UK, Austria, USA, and
Russia. Reimagining Teaching has two objectives. The
first is to describe and explain the process of educational
innovation in transnational perspective, considering
the circulation, implementation and adaptation of new
education ideas. Following on the work of Maderia (2012),
we aim to determine the “networks of pedagogical
discourses” (p. 163) within particular sociopolitical spaces,
including networks of prominent figures along with
those who have received little attention, mainly women
teachers. Our second objective is to investigate the
intersection of theory with practice in the ways teachers
were prepared to work in new ways in the schools. As
Reese (2013) noted, “the role of teachers in the history
of progressive schools merits more consideration. For
example, if progressives hoped to make schools more
child centered, how would that occur?” (p. 323). We ask
how teachers were prepared to teach in progressive
schools such as the Malting House School, where as a
former teacher recalled, “the aim of the teachers is as far
as possible to refrain from teaching” (Lawrence, 1949, p.
4)? Or to borrow from sociologist Bernstein (1990), how
did teachers learn to engage in the “invisible pedagogic
practice” (p. 68) that was the hallmark of the new
education?

Five schools participated forming five case studies for the
research these include:
• Jardim de Infancia da Escola Caetano Campos in Sao
Paolo (1896-1930)
• The Malting House School in Cambridge (1924-1929)
• The Hietzing School in Vienna (1927-1932)
• John Dewey's laboratory school at the University of
Chicago (1894-1904)
• The experimental station school in Moscow
(1917-1925).
• Some key findings show that although the Sāo
Paulo school continues today, none of the other
institutions lasted more than a decade. However,
to borrow a phrase from Dewey scholar Albert
Balz (1949), they endure in historical memory as
“symbols of the possible” (p. 328)—namely, of the
promise of education to be individually and socially
transformative. Moreover, insofar as the schools also
functioned as stages for practicing the possible, their
legacy endures in the later programs that Isaacs,
Freud, and others established.
The Froebel Trust Principles addressed
in this research are:
1.
2.
4.

The integrity of childhood in its own right
The relationship of every child to family,
community, nature, culture and society
The holistic nature of the development of
every child
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PRACTITIONER SUPPORT
GRANTS
In 2018 we introduced a new Practitioner Support
Grants programme, which was designed to enhance
existing Froebelian practice. Consequently, the
eligibility criteria for this fund stipulated that one
member of the management team, plus one other
practitioner must have completed one of The Froebel
Trust endorsed courses.
The grant is intended to cover training costs, supply
cover implications and with a proportion of no more
than 20% for resources.
This year we were pleased to have awarded grants
to the following settings:
Annan School
Development of the use of Froebelian Gifts
and Occupations
Balgreen Nursery School
Play, Sing, Talk, Read: A Froebelian approach
to language development
Cowgate Centre for Under 5’s
Cowgate Community Grows - Our Children’s
Response to our Evolving Outside Space
Greengables Nursery & Family Centre
A Collegiate Enquiry Based Approach to
Developing Froebelian Principles and the
Froebelian Occupations; Sewing and Clay

INNOVATION GRANTS
As part of meeting its charitable objectives, the
Froebel Trust offers Innovation Grants to enable the
application of Froebelian principles in new areas
and environments in order to support children to
play expressively and creatively. Projects can be
funded for 1 or 2 years and should achieve the
following outcomes:
• Children are supported to play expressively and
creatively.
• Organisations develop or improve their
understanding of Froebelian philosophy
and principles.
Projects may be spread over 1 or 2 years.

Singing Medicine

This project aimed to explore the views and
perceptions of parents and professionals who care
for and support children who participate in the
Singing Medicine project delivered at Birmingham
Children’s Hospital with a particular focus on children’s
wellbeing, right to make choices and engage in playful
activities in restricted environments. A further aim
was to understand how the application of Froebelian
principles can help to understand and articulate
children’s rights and wellbeing in the context of their
family and community in restricted environments,
such as a hospital.

Ludwick Nursery School
Parent Partnership Project
Wester Coates Nursery School
Woodworking at Wester Coates
More details about the projects we supported
can be found on the Froebel Trust Website
www.froebeltrust.org.uk
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In an environment where children can feel they
have lost control over their lives, singing games
offer children ways of making decisions. The games
also support areas of children’s learning and can
be adapted to meet children’s individual needs as
required. The deep breathing required by singing
enables participants to reconnect with core muscles
and helps increase lung capacity.

SUMMARY
OF RESEARCH MAPPING
The research mapping
project was designed and
undertaken in-house to
create a clearer picture
of the characteristics and
outcomes of the work
that the Froebel Trust has
supported in recent years.
The knowledge we gain
from this project will
help us to share research
findings more widely,

accurately and accessibly;
and will inform the Trust’s
strategic priorities in
the future.
Some important
conclusions were
drawn from the initial
mapping, including a
recommendation to
modify our reporting and
feedback mechanisms.

Froebel Trust Report 2019
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GRANTS MAP
UK
• Listening-2: Investigating sensory-motor learning in
two-year olds.

• Promoting children’s well-being in restricted environments
through music and singing.

• A life ‘in and with nature’? Outdoor provision in baby rooms.

• Observation and digital documentation of play in Early
Years classrooms.

• Bringing children’s voices to the fore of sustainability.
• Male primary school teachers’ identity construction.
• Hearing infant voices in nursery provision.
• The effect of postnatal depression on infants’
communication skills.
• The voices and experiences of children with autism in
transition to school.
• Telling Life Stories: a Froebelian approach to documenting
children’s experiences.
• What it might mean to say goodbye at two years old.
• Froebelian pedagogy in light of the Children and Families’
Act 2014.
• Supporting Migrant and BME children’s transition to school.
Funded projects as listed above
Bursaries for Froebelian training and CPD

• Exploring ‘playful writing’ opportunities with
reception teachers.
• Practitioners’ curriculum decision-making to support
complexity in play.
• Children’s perspectives in transition from the Foundation
Stage and Key Stage One.
• Evaluating the impact of Work Discussion groups.
• Singing with Baby.
• An exploration of the education of the child in relation to
their family.
• Practitioners & Parents Play Partnership (4Ps) built on
Froebelian principles.
• Mapping emerging musicality with the Sounds of
Intent Framework.
• Enacting Froebelian principles in practice.
• Spatially Democratic Pedagogy.
• BREEZE Forest School.

USA

BRAZIL
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UK,
Italy

Australia
Children and Elders’
learning with the
Land, Sky and Water:
Indigenous pedagogies
in early years’
settings.

India

Reconceptualising
professional
development in
early childhood
education.

Kolkata
Project.

Brazil,
UK, Austria,
USA, and Russia
South
Africa

Greece
Musical Play in
Early Years Education:
Towards a Model of
Autonomy through
Adult Support.

Promoting
Froebelian
Principles.

Australia

Re-imagining
teaching: progressive
pedagogies in
expert schools.

On Country Learning:
Promoting Remote
Australian Aboriginal
Children’s Wellbeing
and Creativity.

UK, New
Zealand, Hong
Kong and USA
Pedagogies of Care
for One-Year-Olds in
Four Cultures.

Lebanon
The effect of war
and displacement
on the play of young
Iraqi and Syrian
refugees.

Japan
IFS
Conference.

UK
ITALY

RUSSIA

AUSTRIA
GREECE

JAPAN

LEBANON

HONG KONG
INDIA

SOUTH AFRICA

AUSTRALIA
NEW ZEALAND
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PROMOTING FROEBELIAN
PRINCIPLES IN TEACHING
AND TRAINING

FROEBEL TRUST SHORT COURSES
In 2017 the Trust launched its unique modular Froebel course delivered around
England by experienced peripatetic trainers. The course aims to promote Froebelian
knowledge, heighten commitment to Froebelian ideas and change the way
practitioners work with children and families.
The Trust is working in partnership with Early Education
who were commissioned to manage the delivery of this
short course programme for a period of 3 years.
The courses are made up of five elements which include
a mandatory two-day introductory course, and a series of
four optional follow through two-day courses.
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To increase access to the course and enable a greater
number of settings and Early Years practitioners to
undertake the training, the Trust has increased the
amount of funding available for bursaries in 2019/20.
The programme has been well received, and since 2017
over 300 participants have taken part in the courses,
with several settings working towards training staff in all
5 elements.

THE FROEBEL ARCHIVE
The University of Roehampton archive
catalogue is now available online and
contains information about archives,
artefacts and rare books held by
three repositories at the University
of Roehampton.
There are a number of special collections
including The Froebel Archive for Early
Education. The collection contains a broad
range of documents, with more than ten
thousand photographs and three hundred
artefacts. For more information about the
archives and how to access the material visit:
https://calmview.roehampton.ac.uk

ELINOR
GOLDSCHMIED’S
TREASURE BASKET
In 2018 Elinor Goldschmied’s original
Treasure Basket was discovered and has been
offered on long term loan to the Trust by the
Goldschmied family.
Elinor Goldschmied trained as both a
teacher and psychiatric social worker. She
had and continues to have a pioneering
impact on Early Years practice in the UK and
internationally through her work on heuristic
play, the Treasure Basket and the role of the
key person.

PAMPHLET SERIES
H
A FRO EBEL IAN APPROAC

door
ou td
play
and ex ploration
by Helen Tovey

of a series
d by the Froebel Trust as part
This pamphlet has been produce
an practice today.
closely associated with Froebeli
focussing on various themes
ng children 0-8.
le e-resource for those supporti
The pamphlets are an accessib

The Trust’s Froebelian pamphlet series which was launched in
2018 provides a useful resource for those supporting children
from birth to eight. Initially designed as a free online tool which
can be downloaded from our website, the first two pamphlets
in the series, ‘Outdoor Play’, by Helen Tovey and ‘Clay’, written
by Lucy Parker, have proved so successful that we now have a
printed version available.
The next pamphlets in the series have been written and will be
available to download free from our website in autumn 2019.
Printed versions of all the pamphlets will also be available to
purchase through our website.

The Treasure Basket is a collection of about 80-100 natural,
household and recycled objects placed in a sturdy round wicker
basket that is made available to a seated infant from about 5-10
months old. At this stage all play is sensory exploration through
fingers, hands and the mouth and so the greater the variety of
material the greater the stimulation both for an infant’s interest
and brain development.
Some of the original items in Elinor’s Treasure Basket have
either disappeared or perished but there are still sufficient
objects to give the viewer a feel of the range and variety that
Elinor collected.
The Trust is very grateful to the Goldschmied family for the loan
of the Treasure Basket.

Froebel Trust Report 2019
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PARTNERSHIPS
AND COLLABORATION

EDINBURGH FROEBEL
NETWORK
The Edinburgh Froebel Network was set up in 2009 by
a group of five Edinburgh Nursery Heads, in order to
promote the Froebelian Approach in Edinburgh.
The group began by organising an annual conference,
which has grown enormously over the last decade, and
2018 saw their 10th annual conference attended by over
600 delegates.
The Edinburgh Froebel Network were instrumental in
the development and delivery of The Froebel and Early
Childhood Practice Course at Edinburgh University,
which has gone from strength to strength with over
400 graduates working with young children in a variety
of sectors.
In September 2019, a New Pathway Degree, MSc
Education (Early Childhood Practice and Froebel) is being
introduced at the University of Edinburgh, and the Trust
is supporting this course by funding subsidised places.
The degree is for graduates and professionals interested
in childhood studies generally and early childhood in
particular, who want to gain an advanced and critical
understanding of Froebelian principles and other
contemporary early years pedagogies.
The Froebel Trust is proud to support the Edinburgh
Network through a Strategic Partner Grant. This has
enabled research projects, seminars, courses and its
annual conference. The Trust has also recently funded
the purchase of key texts for libraries in Scotland where
local authorities have invested in Froebel training for
their staff.
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INTERNATIONAL
FROEBEL SOCIETY
The International Froebel Society (IFS) is an
organisation of educators, university-based
researchers, and early years professionals,
which provides an international forum for the
development of child-centred and play-based
educational theories and practices.
The IFS holds conferences for early years
practitioners, researchers, providers, and policymakers every two years, and The Froebel Trust
was pleased to subsidise 11 delegates to attend
the 8th International Froebel Society Conference
in Hiroshima in September 2018.
Those supported by the Trust included a number
of trustees, PhD students and members of the
Executive, with the aim of raising awareness
of the Trust, as well as giving participants
the opportunity to present research and
professional development work funded by
the Trust.
The Trust also hosted a formal drinks reception
with the help of our delegates who spoke about
the history of the Trust and the work that we do.
The next IFS conference will be held in
Edinburgh in 2020.

FROEBEL NETWORK
www.froebelnetwork.org.uk
The Froebel Network is the national association
for those involved in Froebelian Education in
the UK. It allows an opportunity for all those
engaged in Froebelian Education to stay in
touch, share news, training and conferences
and to promote good practice and share ideas.
Network members regularly support the work of
the Froebel Trust.

THE WELLCOME COLLECTION
The Wellcome Collection has asked the Froebel Archive
to loan one of The Froebel Trust’s artefacts for inclusion
in their forthcoming exhibition “Playing Out”, which runs
from 24th October 2019 to 8th March 2020.
The exhibition will include a section on the importance
of manual skills for developing creative confidence and a
specific request was made for the loan of an item created
by Froebel himself. A Framed Pricker Drawing by Froebel
(donated to the Froebel Society by Henrica Reitz in 1950)
was chosen.
The exhibition looks at the importance of play, both in
childhood and society at large. It begins with a historical
section looking back at those who argued for more
playful forms of education at a time when the norm was
to learn by rote. Froebel will be a central figure, finding
echoes throughout the exhibition.
Items loaned to the exhibition will show the vital
influence of Froebel and Kindergarten on Early Years
education in Britain.

The Froebel Network holds an annual gathering
which is open to all practitioners who have
undertaken Froebelian training. Together with
members of the Executive team, The Chair of
Trustees and Director of the Froebel Trust were
pleased to be invited as speakers in April 2019,
to share and promote our work.

TWILIGHT SEMINARS
In order to expand our public engagement
and awareness programme and enhance our
collaborative work, we will be launching a series
of twilight seminars around the country at the
end of this year.
The seminars will be an opportunity for our
grant recipients based throughout the UK to
discuss and disseminate their research or share
practice locally. As well as raising awareness
of the Trust and our funded projects, this will
also allow us to widen our geographical reach
throughout the United Kingdom.
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FUNDING REPORT
TYPE OF
GRANT

Frobelian
Innovations

Research
Grants

Strategic
Partners
Grants

PhD activity
Grants

SUM
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PERIOD

FOR

£40,000

Ex Cathedra

2019-21

Singing Medicine

£28,809

Scotswood Garden

2019-21

BREEZE Forest School

£5,892

University of Cape
Town

2018

Development of strategic approches
to the promotion of Froebelian
principles in SA

£20,131

Canterbury Christ
Church University

2019-21

A life 'in and with nature?' An
exploration of outdoor provision in
baby rooms

£36,741

Manchester
Metropolitan
University

2019-20

Listening - 2: Investigating sensorymotor learning in two-years old

£35,000

Murdoch University

2019-21

Froebelian Play and
Aboriginal Knowledges

£12,000

Canterbury Christ
Church University

2018-19

Development of strategic
approches to the promotion of
Froebelian principles

£22,000

University of
Roehampton

2018-19

Development of strategic
approches to the promotion of
Froebelian principles

£11,750

Edinburgh Network

2018

Development of strategic
approches to the promotion of
Froebelian principles

£1,000

Associated with
University of
Roehampton

2018

For world congress WAIMH
attendance associated with University
of Roehampton

£55,074

Luke Addison
- Edinburgh
University

£72,250

Louie Werth
- Cambridge
University

PhD grants

TOTAL

RECIPIENT

£340,647
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2019-22

Bringing children's voices to the fore
of sustainability

2019-23

Male Primary School Teachers'
identity construction.A symbolic
interactionist and discourse
analysis approach

PROJECT WORK

TRUSTEES

PROJECT WORK

Mark Neale

£282

2018

Moderation of Froebel
Certificate courses

£8,025

2017-19

Froebel Trainers

£30,302

Conferences and courses
Pamphlet project

Kolkata

Froebel Short Courses
Froebel Lecture
Other projects
TOTAL

Public
awareness,
information &
engagement
£37,907

Franciska
Bayliss

Paul O’Prey
Michael
Pearson

(Treasurer)

Penny Chapman

Sue Robson

2017-19

Sultana
Choudhry

Jane Whinnett

£27,674

2017-19

Bernadette M
Duffy

£5,954

2017-19

£105,435

2017-19

£10,233
£3,350

2018
2018-19

£191,255

(Chair of the
Education Sub
Committee)

Peter Elfer (Chair
of the Research
Sub Committee)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Sally Cave

Jane Read

Kornelia Cepok

Valeria Scacchi

(representing the
Froebel Archive)

Neil Taylor

Maurice Craft

Helen Tovey

Jane Dyke

Mathias Urban

Rosie Flewitt

Yordanka
Valkanova

Mark Hunter

GRANTS AND PROGRAMMES 2017-19
Strategic
partnerships
£45,750

(Chair)

Lucy Parker-Ball

Graham Welch

Stella RamLouis

Quality assurance
£8,025
Research
£223,545

EXECUTIVE TEAM

Sacha Powell

Lynnette Francis

Victoria Arneil

Oksana
Lissovets

(Chief Executive
Officer)

(Communications
Manager)

Deborah Brodie
(Grants Manager)

(Housekeeping)

(Finance Manager)

Valeria Scacchi
(Research Analyst)

Mel Brown

(Governance
Support Executive)

Professional
learning and
practice
development
£216,372

We would like to thank everyone
who is involved in working with the
Trust and to acknowledge Yellow Dot
Nursery, Ellesmere Children’s Centre,
The Singing Medicine Project and
the Edinburgh Froebel Network for
the photographs.
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